
12th  GRADE
       RECOMMENDED SUMMER READING & extra credit
 assignment   for 2006-07
“The [person] who does not read good books has no advantage over the [person] who cannot read them.” (Mark Twain)
Even though only Honors classes are REQUIRED to complete a summer reading assignment, we strongly recommend that students select books of literary merit to read over the summer.  Summer is an excellent time to make personal choices about your reading and set your own goals for reading.  

Why read during the summer?

· Good writers are good readers.  Written and oral communication is most effective when you have a command of language and a broad vocabulary; reading gives you exposure to descriptive and rich vocabulary used in well-written and powerful phrases and sentences.

· The accuracy and effectiveness of your communication is determined by your ability to read critically.

· Reading can be one of the most satisfying and personal life-long habits you will ever develop.

· Reading gives you knowledge and knowledge is power.
· Reading comprehension is a skill needed in all courses.

· We’ll give you extra credit for your Reading Response Journals!!!! 

· What Research Shows: Researchers have proven that reading increases vocabulary and that reading and writing skills are inextricably connected to each other.  Just as athletics, music, and other endeavors require attention to year-round physical fitness and skill development, academic fitness requires year-round attention to the practice of reading and the development of a rich background of experiences and knowledge.  Reading develops increased comprehension and fluency.  Research shows that reading improves SAT scores and even chances for success in college: “ETS has increased the penalty for not reading throughout one's school years. Studying vocabulary lists before the test -- a long-favored shortcut to lifting scores -- just won't cut it anymore. Students who read widely and often throughout their elementary and high-school years develop the kinds of reading skills measured by the new SAT. Students who avoid reading don't -- and can't develop them in a cram course.” (David Kahn, an SAT tutor, in Opinion Journal.)  “Students who read widely and frequently are high achievers; students who read rarely and narrowly are low achievers (Guthrie, Wigfield, Metsala, & Cox, 1999).  Amount of reading is such a strong predictor of reading comprehension that it outweighs intelligence, economic background, and gender.  That is, students who are active, engaged readers will be high achievers even though they come from backgrounds with low income or low education in the family.  Likewise, students who are infrequent, disengaged readers will be low achievers on standardized tests of reading even if their parents are well educated, their income is substantial, and literary resources are available at home (Reutzel & Hollingsworth, 1991).”  [http://www.education.umd.edu/literacy/Home/Faculty/book2.htm]  
(On the back of this page, there is an optional written assignment that students may complete for extra credit.)
FICTION

Adams, Douglas
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy

Albee, Edward
The Zoo Story and The Sandbox

Allende, Isabel
Eva Luna

Anthony, Piers
On A Pale Horse  (Book 1 of Incarnations. . . series)

Austen, Jane
Pride and Prejudice

Banks, Russell
The Sweet Hereafter

Bronte, Charlotte
Jane Eyre

Card, Orson Scott
The Seventh Son

Cather, Willa
My Antonia

Cheripko, Jan
Imitate the Tiger

Christie, Agatha
And Then There Were None

Conroy, Pat
The Prince of Tides

Conroy, Pat
The Water Is Wide

Dexter, Colin
The WayThrough the Woods

Dostoyevsky, Fyodor
The Brothers Karamazov

DuMaurier, Daphne
Rebecca

Eliot, T. S.  
Murder in the Cathedral

Faulkner, William
The Sound and the Fury

Flaubert, Gustave
Madame Bovary

Fleischman, Paul
Whirligig

Fowles, John
The French Lieutenant's Woman

Fowles, John
The Collector

Gaarder, Jostein
Sophie's World:  A Novel about the History of Philosophy

Gaines, Ernest J.
A Lesson Before Dying

Garcia, Cristina
The Aguero Sisters

Gardner, John
Grendel

Gibbons, Kaye 
A Virtuous Woman

Hardy, Thomas
Jude the Obscure

Hardy, Thomas
Tess of the D'Urbervilles

Herbert, Frank
Dune

Irving, John
A Prayer for Owen Meany

King, Stephen
The Stand

Kingsolver, Barbara
Bean Trees

Kingsolver, Barbara
Pigs in Heaven

Kingsolver, Barbara
The Poisonwood Bible

Lamb, Wally
She's Come Undone

Lessing, Doris
The Golden Notebook

McCaffrey, Anne
A Gift of Dragons    
McCullough, Colleen
The Thornbirds

McDermott, Alice
Charming Billy

Mishima, Yukio
The Sound of Waves

Patchett, Ann
The Patron Saint of Liars

Price, Richard
Saint-Exupery, Antoine de
The Little Prince

Rand, Ayn
Anthem

Rand, Ayn
We the Living

Sinclair, Upton
The Jungle

Steinbeck, John
East of Eden

Styron, William
 Sophie's Choice

Thomas, Rob
Slave Day

Thomas, Rob
Rats Saw God

Tolstoy, Leo
Anna Karenina

Vonnegut, Kurt
Breakfast of Champions

Walker, Alice
The Color Purple

Woolf, Virginia
A Room of One's Own

DRAMA
Beckett, Samuel
Waiting for Godot
Marlow, Christopher
Dr. Faustus

Chekov
The Brute

Pirandello, Luigi
Six Characters in Search of an Author

Wilde, Oscar
A Woman of No Importance
Shakespeare
King Lear


The Merchant of Venice
NONFICTION

Bryson, Bill
A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America Along the Appalachian. . .

Capote, Truman
In Cold Blood

Carson, Rachel
Silent Spring

De Graff, John, et al
Affluenza:  The All-Consuming Epidemic

Donald, David Herbert
Lincoln

Ehrenreich, Barbara
Nickel and Dimed: On Not Getting By in America

Halberstam, David
The Best and the Brightest

King, Stephen
On Writing

Kingsolver, Barbara
Small Wonder

Kittredge, William 
Southwestern Homelands

Philbrick, Nat
In the Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex

Quindlen, Anna
How Reading Changed My Life

Reichl, Ruth
Tender at the Bone: Growing Up at the Table

Rodgriguez, Luis
Always Running: LA Vida Loca: Gang Days in L.A.

Sontag, Sherry
Blind Man's Bluff:  The Untold Story of American Submarine Espionage

Winchester, Simon
The Professor and the Madman: A Tale of Murder, Insanity, and . . .

What should I do as I read to make me a better reader and writer?

Keep a Reading Response Journal.  A reading response journal is a notebook to explore your thoughts and feelings about what you are reading. It also allows teachers to see how you think when you read and how you approach the story. 
What are the requirements of a reading response journal?

(1) Stop every 25-40 pages and write a response to what you have read.  (see suggestions below to help you think about your responses)
(2) Before each entry, write the date and the page numbers that this response covers.  

(3) Write the TOPIC (from the list below) at the top of the card.
(4) Entries should be ½   to 1 full page of writing 

(5) Your response journal will NOT be graded for grammar or writing skills; rather, you will be given credit for making connections to specific aspects of the book.
(6) The responses should be “free” writing – not free of thought, but “free” in the sense that you write as you think.  Don’t revise or write “final drafts” – your initial responses are what we want to see.

(7) There should be a minimum of 5 responses to the reading AND a FINAL response (total of 6)

(8) The FINAL response is a reflection on the meaning of the book as a whole, the author’s purpose, and its effect on you – (not a “thumbs-up” or “thumbs-down”!)
What can you write about in your journal?  First always write about anything you feel strongly about.  Here are some other “prompts” to think about or “finish,” but we encourage you to create original responses you would like to write about…. 

· If I were the main character right now…
· What is really happening here is…..

· I like/don’t like/ (any personal reaction to the story or characters)….. 

· This character has changed (how)… because…
· This phrase or quote is interesting or cool because….

· I wonder what this means....
· I don’t understand….
· This reminds me of someone or something…because…
· This part is very believable (or unbelievable) because…
· This character or situation reminds me of a similar situation in my life….
· This sections makes me question or think about…
· This character reminds me of another character in (book or movie) because….
· This scene/event made me think of…
· I love the way….
· I wonder why…
· I noticed…
· I wish…
· It seems as if…
· It reminds me of a picture of….
· If I were…
· My best friend in the book would be….
· Why in the world?......
· I agree (or disagree) with __ because __
As long as you connect your response to something specific in the text, you cannot be WRONG in any response you write – be honest….have a strong voice of your own… don’t write what you think a teacher wants to hear… write what you think about something or someone in the story, what you notice, or what you feel at a certain point about what is going on.  Most importantly, relate what is going on in the book to YOU so that you are thinking about the characters and the plot, what the author must be like, what the author thinks…  






